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SUGGESTED FORMS OF PRAYER 
 
Pray the Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This 
was a favorite prayer of St. Padre Pio, which he used to 
offer prayers for all of the daily intentions he was given. 
The physical, emotional/social, and spiritual needs of the 
priest can be held up at various points in the prayer. 

Pray with the Mass readings for the week. As you 
meditate on these readings, pray that the priest will live 
and preach the truths contained in them. 

Pray the Liturgy of the Hours. The priest has made a 
commitment to pray faithfully the prayer of the Church 
known as the Liturgy of the Hours. If desired, morning 
prayer, midday prayer, evening prayer, or night prayer 
from the Liturgy of the Hours could be prayed as an 
offering for the priest’s faithfulness to this commitment. 

Pray the Rosary. This time-honored devotion to Our 
Lady is upheld by the Church as one of our greatest 
treasures. It can be a powerful way to pray for the 
priest’s deepening devotion to Our Lady and place him 
under her protection. 

Use other personal devotions such as litanies (Litany 
of Loreto), chaplets (Chaplet of Divine Mercy), novenas, 
or other written prayers, etc. as the Holy Spirit leads you. 

Follow liturgical themes for the day, month, season or 
year. Consider the day of the week and month of your 
Holy Hour; the Church designates special devotional 
themes for each weekday and month. The liturgical 
season (Advent, Lent, Easter, etc.) may also shape the 
themes and tenor of your prayers for the priest. 

Pray for specific graces each week or each month. 
Examples are: holiness, fidelity, perseverance, mercy, or 
other virtues; the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit; living 

Notes and Specific Prayer Inten ons 



Efficacious Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
O my Jesus, you have said: 'Truly I say to you, ask and you 
will receive, seek and you will find, knock and it will be 
opened to you. ' Behold I knock, I seek and ask for the 
grace of a holy priesthood for Father ____________. 

Our Father... . Hail Mary... . Glory Be to the Father... 
. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you. 
O my Jesus, you have said: 'Truly I say to you, if you 

ask anything of the Father in my name, he will give it to 
you. ' Behold, in your name, I ask the Father for sanctifying 
grace for Father ______________ 

 Our Father... Hail Mary... . Glory Be To the Father... 
. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you. 
O my Jesus, you have said: 'Truly I say to you, 

heaven and earth will pass away but my words will not pass 
away. ' Encouraged by your infallible words I now ask for 
the graces of the Holy Spirit to be upon Father _________. 

Our Father... . Hail Mary... . Glory Be to the Father... 
 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you. 
O Sacred Heart of Jesus, for whom it is impossible 

not to have compassion on the afflicted, have pity on us 
poor sinners and grant us the grace which we ask of you, 
through the Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary, your 
tender Mother and ours.  

     Say the Hail, Holy Queen and add: St. Joseph, 
foster father of Jesus, pray for us.  
 

 Source:  www.Padrepiodevotions.org 
 

Padre Pio recited this novena every day for all those who 
requested his prayers. 

of the beatitudes; growth in the sacramental life. 

Embrace periods of silence if your prayer time leads 
you to this. Intercessory prayer does not mean we must 
constantly be speaking to God; we must also let him 
speak to us as he desires. As St. Teresa of Calcutta 
reminds us, “In the silence of the heart God speaks." 

Always remain open to the Holy Spirit’s intervention 
in your prayer. If you are drawn to a particular way of 
prayer that differs from your normal routine, you should 
freely follow it. Never feel that you must “get through” 
certain prayers in order to be “successful” in your Holy 
Hour. Union with God is always the most powerful form 
of intercession however He desires to give it. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Prayer by Pope Benedict XVI 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, eternal High Priest, 
You offered Yourself to the Father on the altar of the Cross 
and through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
gave Your priestly people a share in Your redeeming 
sacrifice. 
 
Hear my prayer for the sanctification of Father _______. 
Grant that he, who was ordained to the ministerial 
priesthood be ever more conformed to You, the Divine 
Master. 
May he preach the Gospel with pure heart and clear 
conscience. 
 
Let him be a shepherd according to Your own Heart, 
single-minded in service to You and to the Church 
and shining examples of a holy, simple and joyful life. 
Through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Your 
Mother and ours, draw him and the flocks entrusted to 
his care to the fullness of eternal life where You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever. 
 
 Amen. 
  
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Prayer for Priests  
 
Mary, Mother of Jesus, 
throw your mantle of purity over our priests. 
Protect Fr _____, guide him and keep him in your heart. 
Be a Mother to him, 
especially in times of discouragement and loneliness. 
Love him and let him belong completely to Jesus. 

Lover of poverty,    pray for us.  
Model of artisans,    pray for us. 
Glory of home life,    pray for us.  
Guardian of virgins,    pray for us.  
Pillar of families,    pray for us.  
Solace of the wretched,   pray for us.  
Hope of the sick,    pray for us. 
Patron of the dying,    pray for us.  
Terror of demons,    pray for us.  
Protector of Holy Church,   pray for us.  
 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,  
             spare us, O Jesus.  
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,  
        graciously hear us, O Jesus.  
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,  
                            have mercy on us, O Jesus. 
He made him the lord of his household  
      And prince over all his possessions.  

 
Let us pray: O God, in your ineffable providence You were 
pleased to choose Blessed Joseph to be the spouse of 
Your most holy Mother; grant, I beg You, the Father_____ 
may be worth to have him for his intercessor in heaven, 
whom on earth he venerates as his Protector. 
 
You who live and reign forever and ever, Amen. 
Saint Joseph, pray for us. 
 

 

 

 



and guide all of our priests, deacons, religious, and 
seminarians and give them the power to save souls.”  
(Pray this prayer for Fr. ____ intentions):  
 

 
 

Litany of St. Joseph 
Replace “us” with the name of the priest. 

 
Lord, have mercy on us   Christ, have mercy on us.   
Lord, have mercy on us.  
Christ, hear us,    Christ, graciously hear 
us.  
 
God the Father of heaven,   have mercy on us.  
God the Son, Redeemer of the World,  have mercy on us.  
God the Holy Spirit,    have mercy on us.  
Holy Trinity, one God,   have mercy on us.  
 
Holy Mary,     pray for us.  
St. Joseph,     pray for us.  
Renowned offspring of David,  pray for us.  
Light of Patriarchs,    pray for us.  
Spouse of the Mother of God,  pray for us.  
Chaste guardian of the Virgin,  pray for us.  
Foster father of the Son of God,  pray for us.  
Diligent protector of Christ,  pray for us.  
Head of the Holy Family,   pray for us.  
Joseph most just,    pray for us.  
Joseph most chaste,   pray for us.  
Joseph most prudent,   pray for us.  
Joseph most strong,   pray for us.  
Joseph most obedient,   pray for us.  
Joseph most faithful,   pray for us.  
Mirror of patience,    pray for us.  

Like Jesus, he, too, is your son, so keep his heart pure and 
virginal. 
Keep his mind filled with Jesus, and put Jesus always on 
his lips, 
so that Jesus is the one Fr. ___ offers to sinners and to all 
he meets. 
Mary, Mother of Jesus, be his Mother, 
love him and bring him joy. 
Take special care of him when he is sick and when he most 
tempted. 
Remember how he spent his youth and old age, 
his entire life serving and giving all to Jesus. 
Mary, bless him and keep a special place for him in your 
heart. 
Give him a piece of your heart, so beautiful and pure and 
immaculate, so full of love and humility, so that he, too, 
may grow in the likeness of Christ. 
 
Dear Mary, make Fr.  ______ humble like you, and holy like 
Jesus.  
Amen. 
 
A Prayer for Priests 
(from the Saint Teresa of Calcutta Vocation Society) 
 
Lord Jesus, You have chosen Your priests among us 
and have sent them to proclaim Your Word and to act in 
Your Name. 
For such a great gift to Your Church, we praise You and we 
thank You. 
We ask that You fill Father _______ with the fire of Your 
love, 
that his ministry may reveal Your presence in the Church. 
 
Since he is an earthen vessel, 



I pray that Your power may work in his weakness. 
In his afflictions do not let him be crushed; 
in his doubts, do not let him despair; 
in temptation, do not let him be destroyed; 
In persecution, do not abandon him. 
 
Inspire him through prayer to live each day 
the mystery of Your death and Resurrection. 
In times of weakness, send him Your Spirit 
and help him to praise Your heavenly Father and to pray for 
poor sinners. 
With the same Holy Spirit, place Your word on his lips and 
Your love in his heart, 
that he may bring the Good News to the poor and revive the 
broken-hearted. 
 
May the gift of Mary, Your mother, 
be Your gift to him. 
Grant that she, who formed You in her human image, 
may form Father _______ in Your divine image, 
through the power of Your Spirit, to the glory of God the 
Father.  
Amen. 
 
Prayer of St. Faustina Kowalska for Priests 
 
O my Jesus, I beg You on behalf of the whole Church: 
Grant it love and the light of Your Spirit 
and give power to the words of Father ______ 
so that hardened hearts might be brought to repentance 
and return to You, O Lord. 
 
Lord,  
You, Yourself, maintain Father _____ in holiness. 
O Divine and Great High Priest, 

gifts of holiness, compassion, and zeal on your priests 
everywhere and Fr. ____.  Inspire each of them to offer his 
life as an “Ambassador of Christ”, bringing reconciliation 
and healing to the world.  
 
Mary, Mother of Fr. ___, inspire us to live in peace and joy 
and pray this prayer with us. Amen. 
Lord Jesus, eternal priest, bestow on Fr. ___ the fullness 
of Your perfection and strength.  Remember that he has 
forsaken all things to give himself entirely to You.  In his 
hours of loneliness and discouragement, be close to him, 
that he may not fail in his sacred duties.  Bless his labors 
with abundant fruit for souls.  May all his contacts with 
others bring them and him, closer to Your divine heart. 
 
Give him a sympathetic and understanding heart that he 
may restore peace and bring consolation to those who 
have fallen into sin.  Give him a generous heart that he may 
share the sorrows and sufferings of others and be forgetful 
of his own.  Give him a strong heart that he may be ever 
pure in the midst of a sinful world.  Keep always holy his 
anointed hands, which are privileged to touch Your Sacred 
Body, that they may never work to Your dishonor.  May his 
lips, which touch Your precious Blood, never be the 
instrument of sin. 
 
And if ever, Lord, through weakness he should fall, then lift 
him gently to Your Sacred Heart.  Remember that the 
world’s possessions are no longer his and that he has 
nothing left but You.  Grant that each precious host to be 
consecrated at his hands may bring him closer to You.   
 
---Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make his heart like 
unto Your very own. 
 
“Immaculate Mary, please continue to protect, strengthen 



For Fr. ____: give him virtues of faith, hope & love. 
For Fr. ____: give him an intense love for the Eucharist. 
For Fr. ____: give him loyalty to the Holy Father and their 
Bishops. 
For Fr. ____: give him respect for life & human dignity. 
For Fr. ____: give him integrity & justice. 
For Fr. ____: give him humility & generosity. 
For Fr. ____: give him strength in his labors. 
For Fr. ____: give him peace in his sufferings. 
For Fr. ____: give him great love for the Trinity. 
For Fr. ____: give him great love for Mary. 
For Fr. ____: let him be the light of Christ. 
For Fr. ____: let him be the salt of the earth. 
For Fr. ____: let him practice sacrifice & self-denial. 
For Fr. ____: let him be holy in body, mind & spirit. 
For Fr. ____: let him be a man of prayer. 
For Fr. ____: may faith shine forth in him. 
For Fr. ____: may he be concerned for our salvation. 
For Fr. ____: may he be faithful to his priestly vocation. 
For Fr. ____: may his hands bless & heal. 
For Fr. ____: may he burn with love for You. 
For Fr. ____: may all his steps be for the glory of God. 
For Fr. ____: may the Holy Spirit fill him, & give him HIS gifts 
in abundance. 
Let us pray,  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, hear the prayers we offer for Fr. 
___.  Let him know clearly the work that You are calling him 
to do.  Grant him every grace to answer Your call with 
courage, love, and lasting dedication to Your will. We ask 
Mary’s intercession as his loving mother. 
Amen. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, You love Your church and those called to 
share Your priesthood.  With our love & prayers, we join You 
in asking our Heavenly Father to continue to pour out His 

may the power of Your mercy accompany him  
everywhere and protect him from the devil's snares. 
May the power of Your mercy, O Lord, 
shatter and bring to naught all that might tarnish 
his sanctity, for You can do all things. 
 
Amen. 
 
Prayer for Priests   
 
Eternal God, 
please bless Father ___________ 
who represents You on this earth. 
Make him more greatly aware of the grace 
that You pour out through him 
when he ministers the sacraments, 
and help him to fall more deeply in love with You 
after each and every Mass that he celebrates. 
 
Please strengthen our Father ___________, 
who shepherds Your flock, 
when he is in doubt of his faith, 
that he may be an example of Your Truth 
and guide us always on the path to You. 
We ask these things of You our Eternal Priest. 
Amen. 
 
 
Prayer for Priests   
 
Gracious and loving God, I thank You for the gift of Father 
________.  
 
Through him, we experience Your presence in the 
sacraments. Help him to be strong in his vocation. Set 



his soul on fire with love for Your people. 
 
Grant him the wisdom, understanding, and strength 
he needs to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
Inspire him with the vision of Your Kingdom. 
Give him the words he needs to spread the Gospel. Allow 
him to experience joy in his ministry. 
 
Help Father ________ to become an instrument of Your 
divine grace.  
 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns as 
our Eternal Priest. 
Amen.  

 
A Prayer for Trust and Confidence in God’s Mercy 

by St. Pio of Pietrelcina 
 

O Lord,  
I ask for a boundless confidence and trust in Your divine 
mercy, and the courage to accept the crosses and 
sufferings which bring immense goodness to our souls and 
that of Your Church. 
 
 Help Father ________ to love You with a pure and contrite 
heart, and to humble himself beneath Your cross, as 
he climbs the mountain of holiness, carrying his cross that 
leads to heavenly glory.  
 
May he receive You with great faith and love in Holy 
Communion, and allow You to act in him as You desire for 
your greater glory. O Jesus, most adorable Heart and 
eternal fountain of Divine Love, may his prayer find favor 
before the Divine Majesty of Your heavenly Father. 
Amen. 

Priests who are sad: console them, Lord. 
Priests who are worried: give them peace, Lord. 
Priests who are old: sustain them, Lord. 
Priests who are alone: accompany them, Lord. 
Missionary priest: protect them, Lord. 
Priests who are preachers: enlighten them, Lord. 
Priests who direct souls: instruct them, Lord. 
Priests and religious who have died: bring them to glory, 
Lord. 
For Fr. ____: give him Your wisdom & knowledge 
For Fr. ____: give him Your understanding & counsel. 
For Fr. ____: give him reverence & awe of You. 
For Fr. ____: give him patience & love. 
For Fr. ____: give him obedience & kindness. 
For Fr. ____: give him a burning zeal for souls. 



weeping in this valley of tears. Turn then, most gracious 
advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us; and after this 
our exile show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb Jesus, 
O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. 
 
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. That we may be made 
worthy of the promises of Christ. 
O God, whose only-begotten Son, by His life, death, and 
resurrection, has purchased for us the rewards of eternal 
salvation; grant we beseech Thee, that meditating upon 
these mysteries of the most holy Rosary of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, we may imitate what they contain and obtain 
what they promise. Through the same Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

(Another way to pray for our priests is to add the words 
“I pray for Father_____” prior to saying the Hail Mary.  
For example, you can say - I pray for Father ________.  
Hail Mary, etc. 

 
 

Litany for Priests 
Let us pray for the Holy Father: fill him with courage and 
grace, O Lord.  
Cardinals, archbishops, and bishops: give them a 
shepherd’s heart, O Lord. 
Diocesan priest: fill them with Your Spirit, Lord.  
Priest in religious orders: perfect them in their calling, Lord. 
 
Priests who are ill: heal them, Lord. 
Priests who are in danger, deliver them, Lord. 
Priests who are weak: strengthen them, Lord. 
Priests who are poor: relieve them, Lord. 
Priests who have lost their zeal: renew them Lord. 

                              
Prayer of St. Francis 

 
Lord, make Father ________ an instrument of your peace. 

 
Where there is hatred, let him sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
Where there is sadness, joy. 

 
O Divine Master, 

grant that he may not so much seek to be consoled, 
as to console; 

to be understood, as to understand; 
to be loved, as to love. 

For it is in giving that he receives. 
It is in pardoning that he is are pardoned, 

and it is in dying that he is born to Eternal Life. 
 

Amen. 
 

Prayer for priests from a card distributed by the 
Diocese of Jefferson City 

O holy Mother of God, pray for Father ________  
 
Your Son has chosen to serve the church.   
Help him, by your intercession to be holy, jealous and 
chaste. 
Make him a model of virtue in the service of God’s people. 
Help him be pious in meditation, effective in preaching,  
and fervent when offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.   
Help him administer the sacraments with love and joy.      



We ask this through the intercession of the Blessed virgin 
Mary, Your mother and ours. Amen 
   
 

The Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
JOYFUL MYSTERIES – Monday and Saturday 

The Annunciation 
The Visitation 
The Birth of the Lord 
The Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple 
The finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple 

 
MYSTERIES OF LIGHT - Thursday 

The Baptism of Our Lord in the Jordan 
The Wedding Feast of Cana 
The Proclamation of the Kingdom of God 
The Transfiguration on Mount Tabor 
The Institution of the Eucharist at the Last Supper 

 
SORROWFUL MYSTERIES- Tuesday and Friday 

The Agony of Jesus in the Garden 
The Scourging of Jesus at the Pillar 
The Crowning of Thorns 
The Carrying of the Cross 
The Crucifixion and Death of Jesus 

 
GLORIOUS MYSTERIES – Wednesday and Sunday 

The Resurrection of Our Lord 
The Ascension of Our Lord into Heaven 
The Descent of the Holy Spirit on Our Lady and the 

Apostles 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven 
The Crowning of Our Blessed Mother as Queen of 

Heaven and Earth 

 
Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven 
and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified; died, 
and was buried. He descended into Hell; the third day He 
arose again from the dead; He ascended into Heaven, sits 
at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from thence 
He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Our Father 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
Amen. 
Hail Mary 
Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art 
thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 
Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now 
and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 
Glory Be 
Glory be to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as 
it was, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
Hail Holy Queen 
Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness, 
and our hope. To thee do we cry, poor banished children of 
Eve, to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and 


